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Handout

Storytelling Sketch to Stretch
Directions: Read the four quotations about identity and storytelling. Then choose one and, in the space 
on the next page, draw a sketch that reflects your ideas about what the quotation means. You can also  
use words, symbols, and color if you wish. Write a short explanation that helps explain your ideas about  
the quotation.

1. “There’s power in allowing yourself to be known and heard, in owning your unique story,
in using your authentic voice. And there’s grace in being willing to know and hear others.
This, for me, is how we become.” (Michelle Obama, Becoming)

2. “In our traditional way of life, we believe that I don’t tell you who you are. You tell
me who you are, and that is who you are.” (Cherokee saying, epigraph to Tell Me
Who You Are)

3. “There is no agony like bearing an untold story inside you.” (Zora Neale Hurston,
Dust Tracks on a Road)

4. “Stories cannot demolish frontiers, but they can punch holes in our mental walls.
And through those holes, we can get a glimpse of the other, and sometimes even like
what we see.” (Elif Shafak, “The Politics of Fiction” TED Talk)
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Storytelling Sketch to Stretch (continued)

Draw a sketch that reflects your ideas about what one of the quotation means. You can also use words, 
symbols, and color if you wish.

Write a short explanation that helps explain your ideas about the quotation:

https://www.facinghistory.org

	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 
	Text4: 


